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Craggy Range 2019 
Sophia, Gimblett Grav-
els, Hawke’s Bay, New 
Zealand ($76) Famed 
Australian wine writer James 
Halliday refers to this cool 
growing region, which offers 
just enough warmth for the 
vines to ripen, as a sacred site 
for the gravelly soils that lend 
it its name, among other fac-

tors. This elegant blend of 60% Merlot, 26% 
Cabernet Franc, and 14% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon is Bordeaux-like in style, with notes of 
coffee-kissed violets that lend a deep, satiny 
mouthfeel. Cinnamon and caramel aromas 
translate to the palate, and a chalky lick of 
wet stone conveys earthy elegance. 95

KOBRAND

Silverado Vineyards 2018 
GEO Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Coombsville, Napa Valley 
($78) The fruit for this wine, 
which aged 18 months in 
French, American, and Hungar-
ian oak (43% new), is from the 
winery’s Mt. George Vineyard 
in southeastern Napa Valley, 
where the cooler climate 
and gravelly volcanic soils add 

depth to its eloquent character : The name 
GEO is derived from not only this home 
vineyard but the root word for earth. The 
sweet, mineral-based aromas of the terroir 
are unmasked along with alluring scents of 
dark chocolate and black cherry. Intense 
flavors of black olive and roasted coffee are 
gentled by a creamy roundness. Luscious 
from start to finish. 95

Trinité Estate 2016 
Acaibo, Sonoma County 
($80) Trinité Estate in Sonoma 
County’s Chalk Hill appellation 
is run by Claire and Gonzague 
Lurton, owners of three Grand 
Crus Classés in Margaux and 
Pauillac. Made with fruit grown 
on clay and volcanic soils, 
the blend of 72% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 18% Merlot, and 

10% Cabernet Franc aged 16 months in 
French oak barrels. Joined by chalky tannins, 
dried violets, licorice, and orange peel make 
for extravagant aromas and flavors. Dark 
chocolate–covered cherry rises from the 
earth, creating a sweet and voluptuous effect 
on the palate. 95

 
Paraduxx 2018 Rector 
Creek Vineyard Red Wine, 
Napa Valley ($85) A charm-
ing duo of 60% Rector Creek 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 40% 
estate Zinfandel aged 18 
months in (60% new) French 
oak. Ripe, juicy blackberry gets 
a punch of black pepper and 
a coating of heather. Sweet 
cherry and cocoa dip into a 

streamlined array of vanilla and clove. 94
THE DUCKHORN PORTFOLIO

Bien Nacido Estate 2019 
The XO Syrah, Santa 
Maria Valley, Santa Bar-
bara County ($100) This 
generous, elegant California–
meets–Côte-Rotie showpiece 
is named for Miller family 
patriarch Robert Miller, who 
served a 30-year naval career 
as an XO (executive officer) 
from Pearl Harbor to Vietnam. 

Showing balanced acidity, a satiny mouth-
feel, and tremendously expressive fruit, the 
wine is made with grapes from California’s 
first cool-climate Syrah block within one of 
the most prestigious vineyard sites in the 
world. Grilled meat, leather, plum, violets, and 
roasted coffee combine to create a pleasur-
able flavor profile as walnut tannins seasoned 
with tobacco and olive lick the palate. 96

MILLER FAMILY WINE COMPANY

 

Acumen 2019 Peak Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Atlas Peak, Napa 
Valley ($115) Atlas Peak is cooler 
than Napa Valley’s other mountain 
AVAs, with a wide diurnal swing; 
grapes sourced from the winery’s 
Edcora and Attelas sites enjoy lon-
ger hang times for ripening. Elegance 
ensues even as tannins hold tight, 
but once they loosen up, an over-
ture of blackberry, sage, and coffee 
bean plays softly and surely. On 
those building blocks, juicy, meaty 
fruit ascends. 96


